
Welcome to the Y9 

Options Event 2025



Our process so far

• Assembly to explain the importance of Y9
• Careers week 1
• Options tasters
• Presentations by staff in class about their subject
• Taster lessons
• National careers week
• PSHE lessons building skills associated with post-16 life
• Enrichment opportunities designed around employability.



Options event

• Speak to teachers about the subject demands

• Receive the booklet

• Online submission form goes live

• Understand the timeline



Career choices?



Informed decisions



Our curriculum offer

• 3 yr KS3

• Movement to GCSE in the 
final half term of Y9

• 16 different option subjects

• New report system that 
demonstrates where students 
are not projects where they 
might be in the future.

• A strong careers programme 
that is developing every year

• A mapped and planned tutor 
system developing key skills 
for GCSE, life and career 
success in the future.



• Choose courses in which you are likely to achieve success, courses you like or have an 
interest in.

• Think about the variety within your curriculum as you select your subjects and try to 
arrive at a balance which matches your talents.

• Remember that all courses are of an equal standard and value.

• Choose courses that fit with your future needs, start at the end and work backwards.

Choosing your options



• Look carefully at the balance of subjects being considered.

• Pay attention to the method of assessment try to choose a subject where you know 
you can obtain a high percentage of marks.

• Talk to your parents/carers, your teachers and careers staff. Although they will not 
want to make the decision for you, they will each have an important perspective.

Choosing your options



• Choose subjects just because your friends are choosing them.

• Choose a subject just because you get on well with your teacher. You might well have a 
different teacher at KS4.

• Choose a subject because you think it will be easy. All subjects have equally difficult 
elements and require full commitment.

• Choose too quickly or give it little thought.

Avoid…



• Exam board, 
contacts and 
assessment 
methods

The booklet

• If it is EBACC or 
links well with 
another subject

• Careers 
associated with 
the subject

• Information 
about the 
subject





• The form is being sent via a number of methods.
– Via Arbor homework – The link will take you to the options form – this should be 

completed by the student – available from tomorrow

– Via Microsoft Teams for the year group – This will be placed online from 
tomorrow.

– Via the website – Curriculum – KS4 Pathways – Available from tomorrow.

– Via Arbor Trips – All parents must tick the consent section of the ‘options form 
submission consent’* once you are happy the form has been completed and 
submitted accurately.

*Your childs options will not be considered submitted until this consent is given.

Completing your choices



• Your attendance and punctuality really do count:

• The Grade impact in Y11 alone = 1.9x more likely to achieve a grade 5+

• Attitude towards lessons can significantly impact on outcomes – the higher 
your engagement, the higher the understanding and outcome 

• No reduced route available due to evidence suggesting it does not improve 
outcomes for the students.

• Once choices are made and courses started, we will not support movement 
except in exceptional circumstances.

Note:
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